Emperor's nephew; he was to be in Smyrna, on his way
to Antioch. That showed that there was to be war with
Persia in the spring. Justinian was coming east to com-
mand, then, so much was certain. At once, it leaped
into her mind that Nicanor was an elderly cavalry
general The Persian Trade Commission was, of course,
his secret service of brave young men who could speak
Persian. They were in Antioch to report to their chief
and, of course, he was now going home to report to the
Government. He had suspected that she, Theodora, was
a woman in the pay of Persia, trying to find out what
his secret service had found out; so that was why Peter
had been such a pest. She was delighted with these
thoughts as she walked to. the theatre. She was glad that
Nicanor was not to be in the Blue ship with her; some-
how, she wanted to be in the other stable.

That afternoon, the audience outnumbered any ever
known in Antioch; every seat was filled; every approach
was blocked. The hills behind the theatre, and the ram-
parts along the crags were all black with people longing
for some glimpse, however distant, of their adored
dancers. Hundreds, who knew that they could not
approach the theatre, came down to the wharves and
took place there. When the performance ended, the
orchestra would have been mobbed, but for the
Prefect's guard. There was some ceremony to be
observed. The Praefect said that no Governor could be
a servant of the Empire, if he did not reward such talents
as had delighted all his Province. He gave a gold box,
containing the citizenship of Antioch, to Sosthenes, a
fillet of gold to Perdiccas, and to A4acedonia a robe of
the finest Persian silk and" a string of the choicest Arabian
pearls. Then one of the magistrates spoke of the
aesthetic value of education, and another talked of the
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